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Greetings from the Governor of Ehime

Congratulations on the grand commencement of the ATP Ehime International Open, and a warm welcome
to all of our guests to Ehime Prefecture.

I would like to begin by expressing my utmost respect to the Ehime Tennis Association for their outstanding
contributions in promoting sports throughout Ehime by organizing various sporting events and playing an active
role in fostering and increasing the number of local athletes.

The All-Japan High School Sports Tournament was held in Shikoku for the first time in 24 years this year.
Eight of the sports took place in Ehime, with competitors from all over the country coming to play in intense
matches. We had record-breaking performances from our athletes this year, with 14 wins, 72 top-eight
finishes, and, most notably, our first-ever win in the boys’ singles tennis championship. As a result, interest
and enthusiasm for sports in Ehime is increasing significantly.

Along with this, I believe it is very meaningful that Ehime hosts one of the only official ATP tournaments in
Japan. It is an excellent opportunity to see the power and skill of top-class athletes up close, and will
contribute to sharpening our competitive edge, fostering young local athletes, and even promoting regional
revitalization in Ehime.

I hope all the players will get the chance to show off their hard work and efforts, and bring great excitement
to this tournament with their excellent, spirited performances.

Lastly, I wish for the continued success of this tournament, the further development of the Ehime Tennis
Association, and the best of luck to everyone.
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Opening Speech
Mayor of Matsuyama City

I am truly delighted to be hosting the “2022 Unicharm Trophy Ehime International Open Tennis” for the first
time in 3 years. As mayor of Matsuyama City, and sincerely welcome everyone who has come to Matsuyama
from everywhere.

Matsuyama City is currently focusing on the revitalization of local sports to make the city vibrant and full of
vitality. We believe that hosting a tournament featuring world-class tennis players in our city is a valuable and
meaningful opportunity for local players and audiences to witness the world’s top level of play.

In addition, this tournament is officially sanctioned by the Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) and is
the second highest graded tournament in Japan. We hope that all the players will fully demonstrate the results
of their daily practice sessions, and that their outstanding play will captivate the audiences, and that their
participation in this tournament will be the first step toward becoming active on the world stage.

Currently, the Dogo Onsen Honkan, a treasure of Matsuyama City, is undergoing conservation and repair
work while still open in order to carefully pass it on to future generations of citizens. To make the most of the
repair period, we have been holding “Dogo Onsenart 2022”, an art festival to promote the charm of Dogo
Onsen. We wish everyone will visit Dogo Onsen and relax from the fatigue of the games.

Finally, we would like to express our respect to the Ehime Prefectural Tennis Association and all those
involved for their efforts in organizing this tournament, and wish for the success of the tournament and future
renown of all the players.
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Opening Speech
By Iwao Otsuka, chairman of the Ehime Prefectural Tennis Association

I would like to welcome everyone to the “2022 Unicharm Trophy Ehime International Open Tennis”.

This tournament has been held as the International Tennis Federation (ITF) sanctioned tournament until
2019, and now we are able to upgrade it to the “ATP Challenge Tour” sanctioned by the Association of Tennis
Professionals (ATP), the second highest ranked men’s international tournament in Japan.

The “ATP Challenge Tour” is a tournament that attracts many talented players from all over the world,
including players who have played in Grand Slam tournaments and promising young players. Opportunities to
watch these tournaments in local cities are limited. We believe that this tournament will be a valuable
opportunity for young local tennis players and tennis fans to experience world-class tennis up close.

The Ehime Prefectural Sports Complex Tennis Courts, the venue for this time tournament, were upgraded
to world-class tennis standards in time for the National Sports Festival held in Ehime Prefecture in 2017. We
would like to establish a model case of using this legacy to host high-level international tournaments in local
cities from Ehime Prefecture.

Although the impact of the Covid-19 infection is significant, we are taking every precaution to prevent
infection. By holding this international tournament safety here in Ehime Prefecture, and by ensuring that all
participants can enjoy the tournament peacefully, we hope to realize the concept of the tournament, “Challenge
to the world from Ehime” and “Revitalization of the local community and improvement of athletic
performance”.

Finally, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to Unicharm Corporation for their special sponsorship,
as well as to everyone involved for their support and cooperation. In addition, we look forward to the success
of the players and the enjoyment of world-class tennis by everyone in the community.
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